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EMPLOYMENT
2025-		Assistant Professor, Department of Religious Studies, General Faculty
			University of Virginia

2024-2025	Postdoctoral Research Associate, Contemplative Sciences Center
			University of Virginia 

2024-2025	Climate Fellow, Environmental Institute
			University of Virginia

EDUCATION
Ph.D.	Department of Religious Studies, University of Virginia, 2024
Dissertation: Earth, Water, Fire, Wind, and Space: Elemental Theory in the Development of the Great Perfection Heart Essence (Rdzogs chen snying thig) Tradition of Tibet
Committee: David Germano (chair), Kurtis Schaeffer, Willis Jenkins, Cassandra Fraser, Janet Gyatso
	
M.Div.	Harvard Divinity School, Harvard University, 2016
B.A.	Department of Religious Studies, Naropa University, 2013

PUBLICATIONS
Peer Reviewed Journal Articles

2025	The Chapter on The Theory of The Elements (‘byung ba’i gnas) in Klong chen pa’s Treasury of the Supreme Vehicle (Theg mchog mdzod)” in Revue d’Etudes Tibétaines no. 75 (Mars 2025) “New Directions and Emergent Conversations in Tibetan Studies,” p.233-254. 

in press	Sky Divinations: A Translation from the Unimpeded Sound Tantra, in The Journal of Contemplative Studies 3 Special Issue on Contemplative Ecology.

in review	The Remedies of Body, Speech, and Mind: Contemplative Medicine in the Unimpeded Sound Tantra (Sgra thal ‘gyur) in the Journal of Contemplative Studies 7 Special Issue on Dzogchen.

in review	Elemental Natures: Sensory Ecological Ethics in a Tibetan Buddhist Listening Meditation, in Religiographies, Special Issue on Materiality at the Intersection of Religion and Ecology, Vol. 3 n. 2.

Book Chapters
in press	Elemental Ways of Knowing, Sensing, and Being in the Unimpeded Sound Tantra (Sgra thal ‘gyur) in Contemplative Practice in Tibetan Contexts, Brill Tibetan Studies Library.

Special Issues Edited
2025	Christie, Kotva, Mayse, & Zuckerman, Journal of Contemplative Studies, no. 03 (2025). Special Issue on Contemplative Ecology.
2020	Calobrisi & Zuckerman, Journal of Dharma Studies 3, no. 02 (2020). Special Issue on Buddhism and the History of Science, p.215-348.


GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS, & AWARDS 
2025		Page-Barbour Workshops Award, University of Virginia (Co-PI with Michael Sheehy)
2023		Climate Futures Design Research Grant, School of Architecture Center for Design, University of Virginia (Co-PI with Cassandra Fraser and Matthew Seibert) 
2023		Society of Fellows Summer Research Grant, University of Virginia
2023		Raven Honors Society Inductee, University of Virginia
2022		Environmental Institute Spark Grant, University of Virginia (Co-PI with Cassandra Fraser)
2022		Page-Barbour Workshops Award, University of Virginia (Co-PI with Cassandra Fraser)
2022		Division of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, University of Virginia (Co-PI with Cassandra Fraser)
2021		Graduate School of Arts and Sciences Teaching Relief Fellowship, University of Virginia
2019		Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation Research Abroad Fellowship
2018		Buckner W. Clay Award in the Humanities, Institute of the Humanities and Global Cultures, University of Virginia
2015		American Institute of Indian Studies Scholarship, Summer Language Study
2014		Foreign Language and Area Studies Scholarship, Summer Language Study
2013-2015	Divinity Fund Award, Harvard Divinity School


CONFERENCE ACTIVITY
Panels Organized
2023	“The Elements in Practice: Earth, Water, Fire, Wind, and Space in Yoga and Tantra,” American Academy of Religion (Tantric Studies Unit), San Antonio, TX, November 18-21.
2023	“Between Human and Non-human Natures: Transcorporeality in Tibetan Buddhism,” American Academy of Religion (Tibetan and Himalayan Religions Unit), San Antonio, TX, November 18-21.
Presentations
2025	Panelist on “The Robert H. N. Ho Family Foundation Global Mindfulness Roundtable.” International Association of Buddhist Studies. Leipzig, Germany, August 13.

2025	“Sensory Relations with Land, Water, and Air in Early Great Perfection (Rdzogs chen) Contemplation.” International Association of Buddhist Studies (Buddhist Responses to Nature, Ecology, and the Climate Crisis). Leipzig, Germany, August 12. 

2025	Panelist on “Staying with the Trouble: Crisis, Coordination, & Reciprocity,” Finding the Way: Religion, Ecology, and the Future of the Applied Humanities, Stanford University, Palo Alto, CA, March 2-4.  

2024	“Healing the Body, Speech, and Mind: A Great Perfection (Rdzogs chen) Take on Buddhist Contemplative Medicine in the Unimpeded Sound Tantra (Sgra thal ‘gyur),” American Academy of Religion (Contemplative Studies Unit), San Diego, CA, November 24.

2024	“Hearing the Voices of the Ḍākinī in the Water: Tibetan Buddhist Elemental Meditations and their Environmental Contexts,” Materiality at the Intersection of Ecology and Religious Studies, Fondazione Giorgio Cini, Venezia, Italy May 21-23.

2023 	“Inside, Outside: Elemental Bodies and Environments in the Seventeen Tantras (Rgyu bcu bdun),” American Academy of Religion (Tibetan and Himalayan Religions Unit), San Antonio, TX, November 20.
2023	“Elements of Experience: Earth, Water, Fire, and Wind in the Seventeen Tantras (Rgyud bcu bdun),” American Academy of Religion (Tantric Studies Unit), San Antonio, TX, November 18.
2022	“Elemental Theory in Longchenpa’s Treasury of the Supreme Vehicle (Theg mchog mdzod),” International Seminar of Young Tibetologists, Charlottesville, VA, July 31-August 6.
2022	“‘When There’s Fire in the Time of Fire’: Elemental-Sensory Contemplative Practices in 12th Century Great Perfection Seminal Heart Literature,” International Association of Tibetan Studies, Prague, Czech Republic, July 3-8.
2021	“‘No One Does this Anymore’: Shifting perspectives on Matter, Materiality, and the Elements in Tibet’s Great Perfection Tradition,” Institute of Buddhist Studies Symposium, Berkeley, CA, October 22.
2020	“The Sound of Earth, Water, Fire and Wind: Elemental Theory and Practice in 11th-12th Century Great Perfection Literature,” (w/ Adam Liddle), American Academy of Religion, Online November 29-December 10.
2020		“Five Element Theory and the Environmental Imagination in 12th Century Nyingma Tantra,” International Conference on Vajrayana Buddhism, Thimphu, Bhutan (Canceled Covid-19).

Steering Committee Service
2023-	Contemplative Studies Unit Steering Committee Member, American Academy of Religion.

INVITED TALKS
2025	“Tibetan Texts and Text Processing,” Goodrich Classical Club, University of Vermont, online, February 20.
2024	“Bodies, Environments, and their Elemental Entanglements in the Seventeen Great Perfection Tantras,” Buddhism & the Body in Tibet Symposium, University of Toronto, Toronto, Ontario, April 19.
2024	“Buddhist Elemental Environments,” Touching Earth Series on Buddhism and the Environment, Buddhist Studies Institute, online, April 6
2024	“The Environmental Imagination,” Touching Earth Series on Buddhism and the Environment, Buddhist Studies Institute, online, April 5
2023	“Buddhist Elemental Thought Across Time, Place, and Genre,” Mangalam Research Institute, Berkeley, California, October 3.
2021	“Tibetan Buddhist Meditation Traditions,” Insight Meditation Society, Charlottesville, Virginia, October 5.

CAMPUS TALKS
2025	“Sensory Overload,” Contemplative Sciences Center Research Salon Series, University of Virginia, April 10.
2020	“Sensing the Elements: Elemental Theory and Practice in 11th-12th Century Great Perfection Literature,” (w/ Adam Liddle), South and East Asian Online Sessions, University of Virginia, November 15.
2018		“Lifeforce Theories and Practices in Tibet, Summer Language Institute,” Tibetan Language Program, University of Virginia, July 18.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
University of Virginia, Instructor of Record
	Religion, Ethics, and Global Environments (Fall 2025)
	Introduction to Buddhist Philosophy (Fall 2025)
	Buddhist Environmental Thought and Practice (Spring 2023)

James Madison University, Instructor of Record
	Introduction to Buddhism (Spring 2025)	

University of Virginia, Teaching Assistant
	Introduction to Eastern Religious Traditions (Spring 2021)
	Buddhist Meditation and the Modern Secular World (January 2021)
	Religion, Ethics, and Global Environments (Spring 2019)
	Introduction to Tibetan Buddhism (Fall 2017 / 2018, Spring 2018)
 	
Harvard University, Teaching Assistant
	Buddhism Through Its Scriptures (Summer 2016)

OVERSEAS STUDY & RESEARCH
2019-2020	Kathmandu, Nepal. Research Fellow, Kathmandu University Center for Buddhist Studies, Rangjung Yeshe Institute, Fulbright-Hays Dissertation Research Abroad Fellowship.
2019		Bhutan. Sanctuary Lab Research investigator conducted in Paro, Thimphu, Trongsa, and Bumthang. 
2017		Kathmandu, Nepal. Tibetan language study and independent translation work under guidance of Tibetan scholars at Rangjung Yeshe Institute.
2015		Dharamsala, Himachal Pradesh, India. Tibetan language study and independent research, Tibetan Medical and Astrological Institute (Men-Tsee-Khang) & Tibetan and Himalayan Library. 
2014		Kathmandu, Nepal. Tibetan language study, Rangjung Yeshe Institute. 


ENVIRONMENTAL HUMANITIES RESEARCH 
2024-		“From Fear to Flourishing: Climate Anxiety & Wellbeing” Co-sponsored Initiative between the Environmental Institute, Contemplative Sciences Center, and Environmental Humanities, University of Virginia.
2025-		Applied Collaborative for Religion and Ecology (ACRE), Stanford University.
2023 - 2025	“Religion, Ecology, and Environmental Ethics: A Case Study for the Applied Humanities,” Stanford Changing Human Experience Initiative, Stanford University.
2022		Pedagogy of Awe Seminar. Religion, Race and Democracy Lab, University of Virginia. Dark skies conservation.
2019		Sanctuary Lab in Bhutan. Religion, Race and Democracy Lab, University of Virginia, Royal University of Bhutan. 
2018		Sanctuary Lab at Yellowstone. Religion, Race and Democracy Lab, University of Virginia, Yellowstone National Park.
2017		Humanities Lab: Listening, Religion, Race and Democracy Lab. Anheuser-Busch Coastal Research Center, University of Virginia.

MEDIA COVERAGE
2024	“Earth, water, fire, wind, space: Contemplative ecology in Buddhism,” Garrett, Frances (Host). Buddhist Studies Footnotes https://buddhist-studies-footnotes.castos.com
2019	“Sanctuary: Bhutan,” Share, E (Director). Religion, Race & Democracy Lab, University of Virginia. https://religionlab.virginia.edu/sanctuaries/
2018	“Sanctuary: Yellowstone,” Share, E (Director). Religion, Race & Democracy Lab, University of Virginia. https://religionlab.virginia.edu/sanctuaries/
2018	Halvorson-Taylor, M., Schaeffer K. (Presenters), & Gadek, E. (Producer). “Set Apart.” Sacred & Profane https://religionlab.virginia.edu/podcast/set_apart/


PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
Peer Review
Scholarship Review Board, University of Virginia Raven Society, 2023
Manuscript Review, Journal of Dharma Studies, 2018-21

To University
Convener, Phenomenological Methods Study Group, University of Virginia, 2024-
Convener, Environmental Repair and Relatedness in Himalayan Buddhism Speaker Series, University of Virginia, Online, April 12-19, 2023
Convener, Tibetan Translation Reading Group, University of Virginia, Online, 2021
Co-Convener, Buddhism, Science and Technology Working Group, Online 2020-22
Student Liaison, American Association of Universities: PhD Education Initiative, 2020-21
Convener, History of Religions Research Colloquium, Religious Studies Department, University of Virginia, 2018-19
	
To Community
Board of Directors, Sakya Tradition Inc., Cambridge, MA 2022-present
Board of Directors, Drikung Meditation Center and Jokhang Institute, Boston, MA 2020-present


OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
2023 	Project Assistant, “Revisiting Religion and Place in Light of Environmental, Legal, and Indigenous Studies” National Endowment for the Humanities, University of Virginia.
2021- 2023 	Associate Program Director, The tranSci Lab for Real World Chemistry and Creative Communication, University of Virginia	
2021-2023 	Assistant Editor of Buddhism, The Journal of Dharma Studies
2021 	Project Assistant, “Fugitive” Page-Barbour Workshop, University of Virginia 
2017-2019 	Project Assistant, Religion, Race, and Democracy Lab, University of Virginia
2015-2016 	Research Assistant, Dalai Lama Center for Ethics and Transformative Values, MIT, Cambridge, MA 
2014-2016 	Development Consultant, Buddhist Digital Research Center, Cambridge, MA 

RELATED PROFESSIONAL SKILLS & TRAINING
Training in Embodied Critical Thinking & Understanding (TECTU): Transformation as Lived Experience: First Person Science Approaches. May 20, 2025-November 25, 2025.
Audio documentary production, editing, and mixing
Microphenomenological Interviewing (40 hours) & Analysis (40 hours) Training

LANGUAGES
	Modern Tibetan: Advanced reading, writing, and speaking 
	Classical Tibetan: Advanced reading and writing
	Sanskrit: Advanced reading and writing
	French: Intermediate reading and writing

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS
	International Seminar of Young Tibetologists 2022-present
	International Association of Tibetan Studies 2022-present
	American Academy of Religion 2020-present
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